
NAMING THE MYSTERY
Get To Know Jesus All Over Again

Text: Luke 24:13-35

I Forgot My Glasses

At the start of his book, The Bible Speaks to You, Robert McAfee Brown says 
that he wishes an official edict would be published in every church and 
Christian home across the world. The proclamation would read: “Be it hereby 
enacted: That every three years all people shall forget whatever they have 
learned about Jesus and begin the study all over again.” Brown isn’t making 
light of the concept of Bible study or Christian maturity.  He is simply reminding 
us that no matter how much we feel we may already know, for those with the 
eyes to see, Jesus often has something more.

The two people who walked toward "a village called Emmaus, about seven 
miles" northwest of Jerusalem, needed some fresh vision too. They were 
"talking with each other about everything that had happened" (Luk 
24:13-14). The Greek word used to describe the nature of their conversation is 
"antiballete," from which we get the term "anti-ballistic." The two travelers were 
literally throwing ideas back and forth between them, trying to makes sense of 
the past weekend. Luke 24 tells us that they had been followers of "Jesus of 
Nazareth...a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the 
people" (Luk 24:19b). They had heard him speak of a coming kingdom and 
had hoped that He would be the One – the one to bring peace to the Middle 
East, to remove the Romans from power, to provide help with the deep 
problems of their lives. "We had hoped that he was the one to redeem 
Israel" (Luk 24:21a).

But that was before the arrest, the trial, and the crucifixion robbed him of his 
life and them of their hope. Some women claimed that they'd gone to the 
tomb, found his body gone, and "seen a vision of angels who said that 
he was alive" (Luk 24:23b). But, as much as “Cleopas” and his companion 
wished it were so, wishing is not enough to build your life on. They’d finally 
left Jerusalem and begun the weary walk home. And it was then, the Scriptures 
say, that "Jesus himself came up and walked along with them" (Luk 
24:15b).

Isn’t that often the way Christ comes -- at those moments when we are lost in 
the confusing mystery of life? When we're struggling to discern the right path; 
when we're dazed and confused by a major loss; when we're reeling from a hurt 
that someone has dealt us, or working to find our way out of a mess we've 
made, or feeling perplexed by a relationship that isn't working – isn’t that when 
Jesus takes the initiative and comes alongside of us -- to offer us 
companionship and clarity and encouragement for our journey? Isn't that when 



the Lord chooses to come near?

Some of us would likely answer “I don't really know -- 'though I wish it were 
so.”  You see, if we’re really being honest, we’d have to say, “If Christ is there 
at all, I just don't spot Him much of the time. Like those two Emmaus travelers, 
my eyes seem to be ‘kept from recognizing him’” (Luk 24:15b-16). And why 
is that? Why are so many of us left standing sadly before the changes, losses, 
and turning points of our lives, without truly experiencing the real, empowering 
presence of Christ which the Bible plainly says is alongside every believer? 

Those With The Eyes To See

Some years back, advertisers for the Coca-Cola Company came up with an idea 
that helps suggest an answer. They announced that during commercial breaks 
to be aired during the Superbowl, Coca-Cola would be putting messages on the 
screen which would give clues to a terrific treasure. I turned on my T.V. and 
wondered why, when I expected to see these exciting clues, all I saw was a red 
rectangle at the bottom of the screen. It was not until someone took pity on 
me and handed me a pair of these tinted glasses I could have obtained by 
springing for a six-pack of Coke, that I finally understood the secret. The tinting 
in the glasses filtered out the color red almost altogether, thereby revealing the 
underlying treasure clue that had been there all along.

In our New Testament Lesson today, Jesus reminds his followers that the reason 
we don't perceive his working more often in our lives is that we haven’t put on 
the glasses of faith. Someone once said that Christians don’t claim to have all 
the answers to life's puzzles, but they have been enabled “to NAME THE 
MYSTERY.” Maybe that’s what Jesus was getting at when he said to those two 
travelers who looked at the cross with such despairing sadness in their eyes. 
Jesus replied: "Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then 
enter into his glory?'” Didn’t you read what was in the red box? “Then 
beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them 
the things about himself in all the scriptures" (Luk 24:26-27).

To fully encounter Christ's presence and power at work around us requires, 
FIRST of all, that we regularly look at life through the red lenses of the Old and 
New Testaments. God inspired the writers of the Scriptures to explain 
something of the divine purpose and perspective by which the chaos of life 
may be understood and ordered. And what a difference a command of those 
scriptures makes in our lives.

A tourist driving through the Yosemite Valley looks in awe at the sheer scale of 
Half-Dome and El Capitan, and feels dwarfed by the insensible size of nature. 
Standing along the roadside, a believer looks at the same sight and is filled with 
overflowing wonder at the genius of the Artist. The words of the Psalmist he'd 
read just yesterday immediately come to mind: "Lord, you have been our 



dwelling place in all generations; before the mountains were brought 
forth, or e'er you had formed the earth and the world, from 
everlasting to everlasting you are God" (Psa 90:1-2) "That sure is a big 
rock" says the tourist. "That's God's creation,” says the Christian.

A sudden turn of events robs two employees of their jobs. One of those laid-off 
remarks: "Well, here's just one further evidence that life is a pain and then you 
die." The sting of the loss and the looming uncertainty of the future are just as 
painful for the other employee, but there is a difference. She is a Christian, and 
remembers a verse from Romans just read in her Sunday morning Bible class: 
"Nothing can separate us from the love of God that is ours in Christ 
Jesus our Lord… For I am convinced that all things work together for 
the good for those who love the Lord and are called according to his 
purpose" (Rom 8:28). One person sees only a slamming door. The other 
thinks to herself: "Maybe God is closing this door in my life, because he plans 
to lead me through an even better one. Perhaps this pain is actually part of His 
good providence."

A car full of drunken teenagers narrowly escapes a brush with death. One of the 
youth perceives in the event a merciful call to repentance, where others see 
only a happy stroke of luck. A spouse who has been unfaithful, perceives in his 
wife's persevering love an amazing grace which others might write off as mere 
stupidity. A person dying of cancer finally perceives in the gathering dark a 
light of hope that cries resurrection, where others see only an end.  As C.H. 
Spurgeon once observed: “A Bible that is falling apart from use is usually 
owned by someone who isn’t.”

It has been the peculiar ability of Bible-reading people through the ages to give 
a coherent name to the mysteries which baffle or burden so many others. It is 
through the naming of mysteries that the language of Christian theology makes 
sense out of life, and through which Christians are able to glory in and draw 
strength and direction from the purposeful hand of God at work amongst us.

The Book of Names

But how can we put meaning to the mysteries unless we know the names by 
which Christ draws them under his command? It is not enough to accept that 
Scripture provides the right lens for viewing life. We must, SECONDLY, make 
deliberate room in our lives to read the scriptures and apply them to our lives.  
The Bible must go from being like glasses sitting on a shelf to like contact 
lenses we put on daily, so that God’s perspective on life becomes 
indistinguishable from our perspective.

That is one of the most striking aspects of the encounter that Cleopas and his 
companion had with Jesus. They made room in their schedule for Jesus to 
reveal Himself to them. Hear the text again: "As they approached the 



village to which they were going, Jesus continued on as if he were 
going farther. But they urged him strongly: `Stay with us'" (Luk 
24:28-29). The implication is that had they not done something deliberate to 
express to their mysterious Companion the priority he was in their life, then 
Jesus would have traveled on.

Jesus will not force himself upon us either. If you've been waiting for him to 
throw you bodily into a Bible study… If you’ve been holding out for the day 
when someone tackles you in the Narthex and drags you into a discipleship 
group… If you’ve been waiting for the moment when you’ll trip going out of 
your house and fall face down into an open Bible… you’ll wait forever. Jesus 
said: "Behold I stand at the door and knock. And whosoever hears my 
voice and opens the door, I will come in with them and eat with 
them, and they with me" (Rev 3:20). Christ longs to enter our lives, but it is 
we who must DO something to invite him in.

Do you know that if you were to read the Bible aloud, at normal speed, from 
cover to cover it would take you just 71 hours? Break that down into minutes 
and divide it into 365 days, and you could read the entire Bible before next 
Easter by devoting merely 12 minutes a day to the task. So let me be very 
blunt: Is knowing the Lord of the Universe and gaining the capacity to name 
the mysteries of life worth 12-15 minutes of our day? Would you join me in a 
journey of daily Bible reading over the course of the year to come? To help you 
with this, we’ve put together a great little Bible Study Guide you can get from 
one of the ushers today or find with this sermon on our website.

Hearts Strangely Warmed

But let me encourage you to take one further step on your journey from Easter. 
It is no accident, I think, that it was when those two disciples were walking 
away from the fellowship of believers in Jerusalem, that they were most 
“downcast” (Luk 24:17b). It is not by chance that every one of Christ's post-
resurrection appearances were to two or more people. Nor is it merely 
coincidence that when the Emmaus pair gathered in a home together with 
Jesus, to break bread, it was then that "then their eyes were opened, and 
they recognized him" (Luk 24:30-31a).

There is something about studying the Bible in community that God uses to 
open eyes. Maybe it's because we learn so much from each other. Perhaps it 
helps to guard against the misinterpretations that can occur on our own. Jesus 
himself said: "Wherever two or three of you are gathered in my name, 
there I am with you" (Mat 18:20) – You’ll meet me more fully in Christian 
community, than by seeking Me alone. 

So here’s my encouragement to you today: 1. Get to know God all over again. 
2. Make time to soak in the Scriptures and apply them to your life daily. 3. And 



alongside your private study, join a small group or equipping class where Christ 
can make Himself more personally felt and known. 

Many years ago, a boy named John answered a similar challenge, and he wrote 
about it in his diary: "I went very unwillingly to a society in Aldersgate Street 
where one [person] was reading [Martin] Luther's preface to the Epistle to the 
Romans. About a quarter before nine, while he was describing the change 
which God works in the heart through faith in Christ, I felt my heart strangely 
warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone, for salvation, and an assurance 
was given me that He had taken away my sins -- even mine -- and saved me 
from the law of sin and death." That investment in God’s Word and the 
fellowship of other believers changed life for John Wesley – and through Him 
set off the greatest spiritual and social revival England ever saw.

"Were not our hearts burning within us… while he talked with us on 
the road and opened the Scriptures to us?" (Luk 24:32). Let’s find out. As 
you meet him through His Word in coming days and in the fellowship of other 
believers, may you know the mysterious warmth of the Master's presence too. 
And may He, through you and me, bring fresh light to this world. 

Amen.
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